
5Friday, April 25, 2014    portsmouth.co.uk  THE GUIDE

These four Sheffield guys 
have come a long way since 
meeting on the indie dance-
floor at the city’s Fuzz Club 
near the close of the last 
decade.

Five years, 40-odd songs 
and hundreds of live shows 
down the line The Crookes 
are now hardly lacking in 
fans or worthwhile friends 
but their new, third album, 
Soapbox, still sees them 
revel in the role of loners.

‘The most obvious theme 
that runs through the entire 
album is the idea of the 
outsider,’ says guitarist and 
lyricist Daniel Hopewell. ‘As 
a band that seems to suit 
us – never invited inside, 
but never wanting to be. I 
can empathise more with 
the madman standing on his 
soapbox, slowly gaining an 
audience by speaking with 
passion and honesty.’

‘This is definitely the 

bravest collection of songs 
we’ve ever written. Musi-
cally we’ve definitely grown 
up. It certainly isn’t a happy, 
carefree album. But again, 
the intention has never been 
to make people like us, but 
simply to make music that 
we like.’

They play at Lennons in 
Southampton tomorrow, 
and are onstage at 10pm. 
Tickets cost £3.25 from 
seetickets.com

The Crookes will be at Lennons tomorrow.

See The Crookes get on their Soapbox

Tickets went on sale this 
morning for a surprise 
show by former Blur front-
man Damon Albarn.

The Britpop icon, who 
is releasing his debut solo 
album Everday Robots on 
Monday, announced the 
show at the Wedgewood 
Rooms for May 31 earlier 
this week.

The eclectic musician 

was also behind Gorillaz, 
Mali Music, The Good, 
the Bad and the Queen, 
and Rocket Juice and the 
Moon, but this is the first 
time he has performed 
under his own name.

Tickets were expected 
to sell out fast but go to 
wedgewood-rooms.co.uk 
or call (023) 9268 3911 to 
check availability.

Tickets will be gone in a blur

The Wedgewood Rooms is 
playing host to a double-
header that’s great for 
fans of pop-punk, allitera-
tion and the letter P this 
Wednesday.

Patent Pending will be 
joined by People on Vaca-
tion as they stop off in 
Southsea on their Spring 
Vacation tour.

Patent Pending, from 
New York, are five albums 
into their careers and as 
frontman Joe Ragosta 
says: ‘This band isn’t just 
something that we do, it’s 
the only thing that we do.’

People on Vacation 
are a super-duo, created 
by Bowling For Soup’s 
Jaret Reddick and Smile 
Smile’s Ryan Hamilton, 
who ‘aim to avoid typical 
topics such as relation-
ships.’

Either way, don’t 
expect anything too 
serious.

Tickets are £12 and 
doors open at 8pm. Go to 
wedgewood-rooms.co.uk 
or call (023) 9268 3911.

Pop-punk 
perfection

Best known for his ’80s hits 
I Won’t Let You Down, the 
number one I Should Have 
Known Better and Hi-Ho 
Silver – the theme from 
Boon, Jim Diamond will be 
at The Cellars in Eastney on 
Sunday.

And he’s still going 
strong, with his latest 
album City of Soul, receiv-
ing strong reviews

Born in Glasgow’s East 
End, Jim, heavily influ-
enced by the voices of Ray 
Charles and Otis Redding, 
joined his first band at the 
age of 14.

Through the decades 
he’s worked with some of 
the biggest names around, 
from guitarist Earl Slick, 

Jim Diamond is at The Cellars.

Jim Diamond shines on

and drummer Carmine 
Appice to blues musician 
Alexis Korner, scoring 
massive hits along the way.

Tickets are £12.50 
advance, £14 on the door. 
Doors at 7.30pm. Go to 
thecellars.co.uk or call 
(023) 9282 6249.

I
t’s been three years in 
the making and a real 
labour of love.

And now DiElle is 
going to make sure 
she throws a party 

to remember when she 
launches her second album, 
Fearless, on Sunday at 
the Grosvenor Casino in 
Gunwharf Quays, Port-
smouth.

There will be stilt 
walkers and dancers helping 
bring the party atmosphere 
as DiElle performs her new 
material. 

The singer-songwriter 
from Wickham is hoping 
to take her career to the 
next level with Fearless, an 
album packed with lush 
strings, stirring arrange-
ments, and DiElle’s heart-
felt lyrics. 

She also draws inspira-
tion from the likes of Joni 
Mitchell’s Blue and Carole 

New album will prove 
that DiElle is Fearless

DiElle is launching her new album this weekend.

King’s Tapestry.
‘I started recording Fear-

less about three years ago. 
It’s taken as long as it has 
taken because I was deter-
mined to have something 
that reflects me as an artist. 

‘I told the producer we 

weren’t leaving until I was 
completely happy with it.’

‘It’s been a long road 
getting here and I just 
wanted to have a big party 
now that it’s being released.’

Coming from a musical 
family, DiElle first sang solo 

at eight, started songwrit-
ing soon after, and hasn’t 
stopped since, releasing her 
debut album, the acoustic 
Beautiful Monday in 2009 
when she was still part of a 
band.

She explains: ‘Beautiful 
Monday was supposed to 
be an offshoot of the main 
project, but with the band 
I felt I was being pushed 
down a road that wasn’t me.

‘It was a massive learning 
curve, and it was a lot fun, 
all loud guitars and lots of 
pedals.

‘Now it’s all about the 
strings and the long dresses, 
and I feel it’s much more 
who I am.’

She is planning to tour 
the album later in the year.

The show is from 7.30pm. 
Entry is free, but you need 
to apply for tickets from 
diellemusic.com

Free Admission

For more details visit our Facebook page ‘Mr Jones’s Open Mic’
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The Fareham Pub
Presents

Contact Martin on 07954570316

Patty Griffin at the Royal Festival Hall in London and I was blown away by her singing and playing. It was pure country and 
beautiful songs, plus her backing band were so talented it made me sick. One guy played guitar, mandolin banjo and steel 
guitar (not all at once)                                                                                Steve Gribbin, 53, comic

The last gig I saw was... Tell us about the last gig 
you went to  

E-mail chris.broom@ 
thenews.co.uk or 

tweet  
@portsmouthguide


